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Welcome to the third annual Next Frontier Energy
Summit. What a difference a year makes! This time last
year, I was just starting out as the Executive Director of the
Wyoming Energy Authority. Twelve months later, I am
proud of all that we have accomplished, from continuing
to spearhead advanced nuclear and carbon capture to
exciting progress in critical minerals to breaking ground
on one of the largest transmission projects in the country.

Something that you will hear a lot of over the next two
days is how Wyoming understands energy, and that our
future is going to demand more of us. The WEA is
dedicated to making sure that in that future Wyoming
and all of its resources – from coal to gas, to nuclear to
renewable, to uranium and critical minerals – will play a
part in that future. As we often say, this is not an either/or
scenario but an everything-we-have approach.

But this can’t be done without the relationships with the
very people in this room – the heart of the industry. Thank
you for continuing to work with us. I’d also like to take a
moment to thank our wonderful sponsors whose support
makes this event possible. It is this kind of collaboration
and investment that will keep Wyoming at the forefront of
energy innovation for decades to come.

WELCOME

Rob Creager
Executive Director
Wyoming Energy Authority



AGENDA
All sessions will take place at Blue Community
Events Center located at 2401 E Pershing Blvd,
Cheyenne, WY 82001.

Wednesday, May 1, 2024
10:30 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:30
12:30 - 12:45

12:45 - 1:15

1:15 - 2:15

2:15 - 2:45
2:45 - 3:15

3:15 - 3:45

3:45 - 4:15
4:15 - 5:15

5:15 - 6:00

Ignite! Session
Lunch
Welcome Remarks

Rob Creager, Executive Director,
Wyoming Energy Authority

Keynote Address
Governor Mark Gordon

Not So Rare? Rare Earth Elements in
Wyoming

Moderated by Dr. Erin Campbell,
Wyoming State Geologist
Donald Swartz, American Rare Earths
Wes Adams, Visionary Metals Corp 
Jaye Pickarts, Rare Element Resources

Break
Fueling Tomorrow: PAW's Perspective for
the Next 50 Years

Pete Obermueller, President, Petroleum
Association of Wyoming

Wyoming Coal Beyond Our Borders
Mike Nasi, Jackson Walker

Break
From Start to Finish: Wyoming's Nuclear
Future

Moderated by Travis Deti, Executive
Director, Wyoming Mining Association 
Joe Miller, BWXT
Brent Berg, Uranium Energy Corp

Networking Reception

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2fBZ3Da6egimBoRU8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2fBZ3Da6egimBoRU8


Welcome Remarks
Wendy Hutchinson, Chairwoman, WEA
Board of Directors

Power Grab: Exploring Electricity Market
Evolution and Cutting-Edge Reliability
Technologies

Moderated by Kara Fornstrom, Director,
CERPA, UW School of Energy Resources
Carrie Simpson, Southwest Power Pool
Jake Gentle, Idaho National Laboratory

Subsurface Solutions: Exploring CO  
Storage and Utilization

Moderated by Lon Whitman, Director,
Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute 
Joe Nicholas, Frontier Carbon Solutions
Kyle Schaper, Williams 
Emily Luomala, ExxonMobil

Break
Wyoming Trona Mining and Recent
Expansion 

Joe Vasco, Director Of Operations,
Genesis Alkali

Working Together: Renewables in
Wyoming

Moderated by Chris Brown, Executive
Director, Powering Up Wyoming
David Fuller, Power Company of
Wyoming
Mayor Terry Weickum, Rawlins,
Wyoming
Ryan Fitzpatrick, NextERA Energy

Wyoming Industrial Energy Consumers
Abby Briggerman, Holland & Hart

Closing Remarks and Light Networking
Lunch
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7:45 - 8:00

8:00 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 1:30

Thursday, May 2, 2024



Wednesday | 10:30 to 11:30

IGNITE AGENDA

Ignite Session 1
Jake Milne, ReviablEnergy

Keeping the “Farm” in Solar Farming
Weronika Nowak, Greenvolt Power USA

The Future of Wind Power
Neal Rickner, AirLoom Energy Inc.

Regenerating Energy
Mark Rossano, Sultech Global

Industrial Internet of Things for Complex Energy
Systems

Ryan Alford, Engineering Design Group
Wyoming Transportation Fuels & Technologies - No
One Solution!

Sherrie Merrow, WY Clean Fuels Alliance
Alicia Cox, Yellowstone-Teton Clean Cities

Leveraging Wyoming’s Legacy Energy Assets for New
Sources of Value Creation: A CBM to RNG Case Study
with Cowboy Clean Fuels

Ryan Waddington, Cowboy Clean Fuels
Hydrogen & Wyoming

John Cornish, EPC
Coal-Assisted CO  Capture & Sequestration

John Pope, Carbon Geocapture
Project TerraBasin: Igniting the Wyoming Renewable
Fuels Industry

Kyle Adkins, Terraform Industries
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SPONSORS

Deloitte  Consult ing |  KC Harvey Environmental
Hol land & Hart  |  Power Company of  Wyoming 

Rocky Mountain Power Company |  rPlus Hydro
Slalom |  Western Proppants A Dietzler  Company

Wyoming Clean Fuels  Al l iance



Brent Berg
Senior Vice-President, U.S. Operations
Uranium Energy Corp.

Brent Berg is an environmental engineer and project management
professional with over 27 years of experience in the mining and
mineral processing industry, including 21 years working at in-situ
recovery “ISR” and conventional uranium facilities.

Mr. Berg was appointed Senior Vice-President of U.S. Operations of
Uranium Energy Corp in March 2024. Mr. Berg previously worked for
Rare Element Resources as President and CEO, Taseko Mines as
General Manager of the Florence Copper Project, and Excelsior Mining
Corp. as Vice President of Sustainability, Health & Safety. Additionally,
Brent spent over 21 years at Cameco Corporation in various roles,
including as President of Cameco Resources, where he oversaw the
company’s U.S. in-situ uranium operations in Wyoming and Nebraska.
 
Brent is a Professional Engineer with a bachelor’s degree in
Environmental Systems Engineering and an MBA from the University
of Regina. In 2023, Brent received a Master of Legal Studies degree
from the University of Arizona with a focus on mining law and policy.

Abby Briggerman
Partner
Holland & Hart LLP

Abby Briggerman is an electric utility regulatory attorney with Holland
& Hart. Abby represents large industrial consumers and consumer
coalitions in electric utility rate proceedings, service quality
proceedings, certificates of public convenience and necessity
proceedings, demand-side management programs, and in rulemaking
proceedings. Outside of the contested proceeding environment, she
represents her clients in matters relating to electric utility resource
planning, at the state and regional level. Abby also has extensive
experience representing consumer interests in state legislative affairs,
advocating on their behalf before legislative committees.

Chris Brown
Executive Director
Powering Up Wyoming

Chris Brown is the President and CEO of Wyoming Associations and
Government Affairs Network (WAGAN), an association management,
government affairs and public relations firm based in Cheyenne.
WAGAN’s current client list includes Powering Up Wyoming and the
Wyoming Hospitality and Travel Coalition. 

For the past 12 years, Chris has successfully advocated all levels of
government on behalf of the hospitality, tourism, and renewable
energy industries, among others. 

He and his wife of 20 years, Shelby, reside in Cheyenne with their two
sons, Ryder and Owen. 

Dr. Erin Campbell
Wyoming State Geologist

Dr. Erin Campbell was appointed as Wyoming State Geologist by
Governor Mead and reappointed by Governor Gordon in 2019. In this
position she serves as Director of the Wyoming State Geological
Survey, as a cabinet member for the governor of Wyoming, and as a
commissioner for the Wyoming Oil and Gas Commission and
Enhanced Oil Recovery Commission. As state geologist she is a
member of the Wyoming Consensus Revenue Estimating Group,
Wyoming Board of Professional Geologists, State Groundwater
Coordination Committee, State GIS Advisory Board, and Yellowstone
Volcano Observatory. Additionally, she is currently serving on the
National Academy of Sciences Committee on Earth Resources, and the
Strategic Planning Committee and Foundation Board for the
Association of American State Geologists.
  
Dr. Campbell holds a PhD in geology from the University of Wyoming
specializing in structural geology and geophysics. She worked as a
geologist for Chevron in Louisiana and California before returning to
Wyoming to teach at the University of Wyoming. During her 15 years
at UW, she taught undergraduate and graduate courses, directed
Geology Field Camp, and conducted research in structural geology
and geomechanics. She was manager of Energy and Mineral
Resources at the Wyoming State Geological Survey before being
appointed as state geologist. 

Travis Deti
Executive Director
Wyoming Mining Association

Travis Deti (DEE-tie) is the Executive Director of the Wyoming Mining
Association (WMA). A native of Laramie, Deti holds a degree in
Political Science from the University of Wyoming. Prior to joining
WMA in 2011, he worked as legislative assistant and field
representative to US Senators Craig Thomas and John Barrasso in both
Washington, DC and Cheyenne focusing on national defense and
veterans issues, foreign affairs, immigration, and governmental affairs.
Deti is a former sergeant in the United States Marine Corps and is a
veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Appointed to the Wyoming
Veterans Commission by Governor Matt Mead, he served 10 years
ending his term as Chairman in 2021. Deti a 2016 graduate of
Leadership Wyoming. He and his wife Kim live in Cheyenne and have
two sons, John and Brendan.

Kara Fornstrom
Director, CERPA
UW School of Energy Resources

Kara Brighton Fornstrom received her bachelor's degree from the
University of Wyoming and her Juris Doctorate from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln College of Law. Kara started her professional career
in the Water Division of the Wyoming Attorney General's Office,
working on the North Platte River litigation. In 2000, she co-founded
Hageman & Brighton, PC where she focused her practice on water
and natural resource issues. Governor Mead appointed Kara to the
Public Service Commission in 2013. She was reappointed to a second
term by Governor Gordon in 2019, at which time she became
Chairman of the Commission. In 2022, she joined the Southwest
Power Pool as Director, State Regulatory Policy where she focused on
expanding electricity markets in the Western Interconnection. Kara
was named the Director of the Center for Energy Regulation and
Policy Analysis at the School of Energy Resources, University of
Wyoming in December 2022. She lives in Pine Bluffs with her
husband, Justin, and their daughter, Keefer.

David Fuller
Director of Business Development &
Origination, The Anschutz Corporation

Mr. Fuller joined The Anschutz Corporation’s Power Company of
Wyoming in 2019 bringing with him over 25 years of energy industry
experience. He started his career working as a Petroleum Geologist
before attending business school. Following graduate school, Mr.
Fuller worked in various aspects of energy trading, marketing, and
project development. He held positions at Public Service Company of
Colorado (now Xcel Energy), Enron, Constellation Energy, Barclays
Capital, and EDF Renewable Energy, all focused on developing and
structuring energy transactions for utilities and commercial clients in
the western US. Mr. Fuller earned a B.S. in Geology from the University
of Kansas and an MBA from the University of Denver.

Jake Gentle
Senior Power Systems Engineer, Critical
Infrastructure Security and Resilience,
Idaho National Laboratory

Jake Gentle is a Senior Program Manager and supervisor for Idaho
National Laboratory’s (INL) Secure and Resilient Renewables and Grid
Integration portfolio, as well as INL's Laboratory Relationship Manager
to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Wind Energy Technologies Office
(WETO). As a program manager and staff supervisor, Jake leads teams
through the development of technology and providing technical
oversight by coordinating state-of-the-art and innovative solutions for
the Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy (EERE) and Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
(OE), Department of Homeland Security, Department of Defense, and
various electric power industry partners. Jake also serves as the
Creator-Strategic Advisor for the INL Securing the Path to Net-Zero™️
Initiative.

Since 2009, Gentle has led multiple programs focused on the secure
integration of clean energy technologies. This research includes
leading the cybersecurity roadmap for wind technologies, wind and
solar cybersecurity threat assessments, resiliency and security of
distributed energy technologies in microgrid applications, deployable
wind and solar energy technologies for defense applications,
enhanced methodologies of bare overhead line ratings, and
facilitating the global advancement of innovation, verification, and
validation of Grid Enhancing Technologies like dynamic line rating.
Gentle is an active, voting member within the International Council on
Large Electric Systems (CIGRE) and the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Standards Association. Gentle developed
an INL initiative called Securing the Path to Net-Zero™ and has
multiple patents, copyrights, and over 100 publications and
conference proceedings. 

Governor Mark Gordon
33rd Governor of Wyoming

Mark Gordon was elected Wyoming’s 33rd Governor on Nov. 6, 2018.
He was sworn into office on January 7, 2019, and re-elected on
November 8, 2023, with 79% of the vote, the largest win of any
gubernatorial candidate in Wyoming history and the largest margin
of any gubernatorial candidate in the nation in 2022.

Mark Gordon grew up on the family ranch in Kaycee, Wyoming, where
he learned the values of hard work, integrity, and the importance of
working together. As Governor, he brings those values to the table,
maintaining his commitment to a Wyoming where her citizens can
pursue their dreams while the state retains her unique character. He
strongly believes that Wyoming must chart its own course and is a
steadfast defender of its interests to do so. 

As a conservative, Governor Gordon has worked tirelessly to set
Wyoming on a sustainable fiscal path. He is committed to making
government more transparent, accessible, productive, and efficient.
He believes government is best when it is closest to the people and is
committed to giving local communities the tools they need to thrive.
He is a staunch advocate of quality education in all modes, public and
private, and for all children. 

Governor Gordon served as Wyoming State Treasurer from October
2012 until January 2019, when he was sworn in as Governor. During his
time in office, he was ranked in the top 100 “most significant and
impactful public investor executives.” In addition, under his guidance,
Wyoming’s sovereign funds earned a No.1 ranking for the United
States and No.3 in the world for transparency by the Peterson
Institute. 

First elected Governor in 2018, he successfully led Wyoming through
some historically difficult times. Consistently rated as one of the top
ten governors in the country, he has spearheaded efforts to diversify
Wyoming’s economy from technology and finance to agriculture,
energy, research, and tourism. Governor Gordon has consistently
advocated for an "all-of-the-above" energy strategy that supports
Wyoming's legacy industries, advocates for new technologies and
makes Wyoming a hub for innovation. He and his wife, Jennie, are
dedicated to making Wyoming the best place to raise a family.

SPEAKERS

Wes Adams
Chief Executive Officer
Visionary Metals Corp.

A third generation mining executive, Mr. Adams has spent his career
working exclusively in the precious metals mining and energy
industries in both operational and management roles. He started his
career in Guyana, in operations management for a privately-owned
gold exploration company that discovered and developed the eleven-
million-ounce Toroparu Deposit. After a successful reverse take-over,
he joined Sandspring Resources (now Gold X Mining) and assisted in
raising nearly $100 million of public equity capital for the company. In
2014, he moved to the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and founded
and operated an oil and gas services company called Energy Fuels
Environmental, which he sold to a major midstream energy company
in 2017. Mr. Adams is also a co-founder of American Strategic Metals,
which is building a commercial electronic metals recycling facility in
Indiana.

Ryan Fitzpatrick
Executive Director, Development
NextEra Energy Resources

Ryan Fitzpatrick serves as Executive Director, Development for
NextEra Energy Resources overseeing renewable development efforts
for the company in the Mountain West and Pacific Northwest regions.
He has been developing renewables for 15 years and has managed
the development of several gigawatts of wind, solar, and battery
storage projects currently operatingacross the west. Ryan is a
Cheyenne native, graduating from Central High School and the
University of Wyoming, and if he’s not driving his kids all over for
youth sports, you can find him in Laramie cheering on the Pokes.

Emily Luomala
Environmental Projects Advisor,
ExxonMobil

Emily Luomala received a BS in Civil Engineering and an MS in
Environmental Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin.
Emily started her career with ExxonMobil in 2019 as part of an
Engineers in Operations program rotating to LaBarge, WY. Emily
moved to Wyoming full-time as the WY Environmental Engineer in
2020 supporting base operations. In 2021, Emily moved to the Spring,
TX area and transitioned into her current role as an Environmental
Projects Advisor supporting the ExxonMobil LaBarge CCS projects
from a regulatory and permitting standpoint. Additionally, Emily has
served as the opportunity sponsor for future CCS projects in the
southwest Wyoming area since 2022. Off the job, Emily enjoys
traveling, being outdoors, and spending time with friends and family.



Mike Nasi
Partner
Jackson Walker LLP

Mike Nasi is a partner with Jackson Walker LLP where he practices
environmental and energy law. Mike attended the University of New
Mexico, the University of Texas, the University of Houston Law School
and the University of Texas School of Law. For over 28 years, Mr. Nasi
has appeared before state and federal regulatory agencies and
appellate courts working on energy and infrastructure project
development issues. His clients have ranged from small governmental
bodies to state governments; multi-state compacts to state and
national industry associations; and small, privately-held companies to
multi-national publically-traded corporations. 

Mr. Nasi’s law practice spans across numerous federal and related
state environmental, natural resource and utility regulatory programs
with a focus on regulatory compliance counseling and litigation as
well as project development incentives and market reforms. Mike is
counsel for energy and infrastructure interests in state, regional and
national litigation and policy initiatives including matters pending
before several state and federal agencies and multiple Federal Circuit
Courts of Appeals and the Supreme Court of the United States and on
energy policy debate in state legislatures across the country. 

Mike has been an expert witness and speaker at docketed hearings,
legislative proceedings, energy policy events, and classrooms across
the country, including invited briefings at the White House and the
United Nations, and is published in several trade, law, and business
journals on environmental and energy law.  

Mr. Nasi participates on advisory boards or as counsel for several state
and regional energy research initiatives including the Wyoming
Energy Agency (WEA), the Energy Policy Network (EPN), the
University of North Dakota’s Energy & Environmental Research Center
(EERC) Foundation Board, the Southern States Energy Board (SSEB),
the Energy Council Public Advisory Board (PAB), and the University of
Houston Center for Carbon Management in Energy (CCME). He is
consistently recognized on several “Best Lawyer” lists, and was
awarded Law 360’s “Energy & Environmental Trailblazer Award” for
his work on carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS) projects. 

Among his many philanthropic activities, which include Board posts
for several non-profits and leadership at the Salvation Army Austin
Command, Mike has donated his time and expertise to the cause of
permanently funding the Texas Water Plan, including as a Board
Member for H20 for Texas and as an ongoing advocate for
infrastructure investments with the State of Texas political leadership.

Joe Nicholas
Chief Operating Officer
Frontier Carbon Solutions

Bringing more than two decades of engineering and project
management experience, Joe leads the technical growth of Frontier
Carbon Solutions. Prior to joining Frontier, Joe spent 7 years at Fleur
de Lis Energy, ultimately serving as the Chief Operating Officer. At
Fleur de Lis Energy, Joe was responsible for onboarding and
integrating 5 major transactions and managing 100,000 boepd of
production, including two CO2 enhanced oil recovery fields in
Wyoming. He played a critical role in preparing multiple asset
divestiture packages totaling $1.4 billion in successful sales. Joe’s prior
experience includes technical roles with ConocoPhillips, Merit Energy
Company and Nerd Gas Company. Joe earned his BS in Chemical
Engineering at University of Wyoming and a PhD in Chemical
Engineering at Colorado School of Mines. He is a registered
Professional Engineer and an active volunteer in Wyoming youth
sports.

Pete Obermueller
President
Petroleum Association of Wyoming

Pete Obermueller is President of the Petroleum Association of
Wyoming, the state’s only trade association that serves as the voice of
Wyoming’s primary economic driver – the oil and gas industry. A
graduate of Natrona County High School in Casper, Wyoming, Pete
holds a Master’s Degree in Public Policy from the University of
Minnesota. Following several years of serving Wyoming as an aide to
former United States Representatives Barbara Cubin and Cynthia
Lummis, Pete moved back home to Wyoming in 2013. Pete is active in
many organizations, including as Chairman of the Board of Trustees
for Cheyenne Regional Medical Center, a founding Board Member of
the Western Caucus Foundation, and a Board Member for Union
Telephone Company. Pete enjoys a good cup of coffee, a nice
bourbon, running, backpacking, and spending time with his wife and
three daughters.

Jaye Pickarts
Consultant, Mining, Processing &
Environmental, Rare Element Resources

Mr. Jaye Pickarts is an accomplished professional with over 40 years
of experience in mine development, mineral processing, and
environmental compliance. Mr. Pickarts is the former Chief Operating
Officer (COO) for Rare Element Resources, Inc., and a Registered
Professional Engineer (PE), SME Registered Member, and Qualified
Professional (QP). 

In his role as COO, Jaye coordinated the research and development of
novel technology for the enhanced separation of critical elements. He
has spearheaded the environmental, health, and safety program,
completed key projects against agreed scope, budget, and schedule. 

He also developed a thorough and defensible evaluation of
environmental impacts associated with proposed development of the
Bear Lodge Rare Earth project, including the management of baseline
data collection, and application processes for an EIS (NEPA) with the
US Forest Service, NRC possession license, Wyoming State Mining
Permit, and 404 permit with the USACOE. 

Jaye continues to provide technical support for the development of
the Bear Lodge Project including the Rare Earth Demonstration
Project and more recently co-authored the Technical Report Summary
and a 43-101 Technical Report of the Bear Lodge Resources.

Mr. Pickarts has a BS in Metallurgical (mineral processing) engineering
from the Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology.

Kyle Schaper
Business Development Lead - New
Energy Ventures, Hydrogen and CCUS,
Williams

Kyle Schaper is business development lead for Williams’ New Energy
Ventures team, where he is focused on originating and developing
CCS and hydrogen projects across the Rockies and the Pacific
Northwest. Kyle has over fifteen years of industry experience
spanning across oil & gas, renewable energy, and finance verticals.

Carrie Simpson
Senior Director
Southwest Power Pool

Carrie Simpson is Senior Director, Seams & Western Services for
Southwest Power Pool. Carrie is responsible for directing the ongoing
development and implementation of wholesale electricity markets
and seams arrangements with SPP’s stakeholders.  

Simpson’s background in the electric utility industry is diverse. In a
career spanning 20 years, she has worked in operations, power
marketing, regulatory and market design. Previously, at Xcel Energy-
Colorado she led a cross-departmental team responsible for analyzing
and evaluating participation in organized wholesale markets. In prior
roles at Xcel, she did work related to wholesale customer power
supply agreements, market design policy and market development in
the Western Interconnection. 

Previously, Simpson spent six years at SPP, working closely with
members and stakeholders to develop and implement energy and
ancillary services markets. As SPP’s Manager of Real-Time Markets
during the launch of SPP’s Integrated Marketplace, Carrie was a key
contributor to the project’s successful implementation. She also spent
time on the market design team facilitating the drafting and
development of the market rules.

Carrie has her undergraduate degree from Harvard, a J.D. from the
University of Denver, Sturm College of Law, and is licensed to practice
law in Colorado.

Donald Swartz
Chief Executive Officer
American Rare Earths

Donald has over 20 years of leadership experience in the domestic
and international resource sector with extensive experience in Africa,
Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America. A highly
skilled mining professional with a proven track record of success in
developing and executing business development strategies that
resulted in significant revenue growth and creating new business
segments.   Before joining American Rare Earths, he was Senior Vice
President for Vista Energy Holdings, which developed two mining
projects, both now fully operational in Alberta and Nova Scotia,
Canada. He has also held various leadership roles with Westmoreland
Coal Company, including Chief Commercial Officer, SVP of
Commercial, Sales and Marketing, VP Sales and Marketing, VP of
Business Development.   Donald has also held leadership roles with
John T. Boyd Company and Consol Energy.

He holds a Master of Business Administration from Denver University
and a Bachelor of Science in Mining Engineering from West Virginia
University.

Joseph Miller
President
BWXT Advanced Technologies LLC

Joseph K. Miller is the president of BWXT Advanced Technologies LLC
(AT), a subsidiary of BWX Technologies, Inc. (BWXT) focused on
demonstrating and deploying new nuclear technology for terrestrial
and space applications. He is also president of subsidiaries Cunico
Corporation and Dynamic Controls, Ltd.

During his 24-year career, Mr. Miller served in the U.S. Navy onboard
the USS Norfolk (SSN 714). He was mechanical test engineer for new
construction of Virginia-class submarines, as well as a semiconductor
equipment engineer.

At BWXT, Mr. Miller served as a system design manager of various
nuclear engineering projects as well as test engineering manager,
validating the design of the mPowerTM small modular reactor
nuclear steam supply system.

Under Mr. Miller’s leadership, Advanced Technologies is currently
active in delivering the advanced microreactor demonstration for
Project Pele and it’s commercial microreactor product named BANR.
AT is also serving as the designer and manufacturer for DARPA and
NASA’s DRACO program to demonstrate space nuclear propulsion.

Mr. Miller holds a master’s degree in radiation health physics from
Oregon State University. He serves on the Central Virginia Community
College Educational Foundation Board, the Nuclear Energy Maritime
Organization Ltd. Board and the Oregon State University Nuclear
Science and Engineering Advisory Board.

Joe Vasco
General Operations Manager
Genesis Alkali

Joe Vasco currently serves as the General Operations Manager for all
surface operating plants at Genesis Alkali in Green River, WY.

Throughout his 22-year career with Genesis Alkali, Joe has lead several
operating plants with a focus on safety, manufacturing excellence,
and continuously strived for moving the bar on performance.

Most recently, Joe was the Project Director and who had ultimate
accountability for the Granger Site Expansion project. This $350M+
expansion project added approximately 700+k tons of soda ash to the
Alkali business and came online in Q4 of 2023.

In addition to his professional endeavors, Joe also enjoys spending
time on the family ranch helping to sort, brand, and move cattle with
his wife and three children. He is also very active in youth sports and
coaches competitive soccer at the club and state level including
Wyoming 307 Select and the Wyoming Olympic Development
Program (ODP) teams.

Mayor Terry Weickum
Rawlins, Wyoming

My name is Terry Weickum and I am currently the Mayor of Rawlins,
Wyoming. I was elected in 2020 to serve from 2021 through 2024.
I was chosen in 2021 among the elected council as Mayor and again in
2023 by the newly elected council.

I was previously a Carbon County Commissioner from 2004 through
2012, most of that time serving as the Chairman. During my tenure as
County Commissioner, I was appointed as Chairman of the Wind Task
Force and spent much time researching, speaking with others who
already had wind turbines and the task force came up with a fair and
balanced way to tax the industry.  I consider myself to be very
knowledgeable on the subject and have been interviewed by
numerous media, the first being New York Times which led into LA
Times, Washington Post, Stern Magazine, Discover Channel and many
other podcasts, etc. across the globe. 

I enjoy talking about our wind of which we have plenty as it is now
one of the industries that sustain our state, and I believe that quality
of life begins with a paycheck!

Lon Whitman
Director
Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute 

Mr. Whitman has a degree in Petroleum Engineering from the
University of Wyoming and over 30 years of experience in the oil and
gas industry. His professional career includes both offshore and
onshore experience in reservoir engineering and business
development. He has an extensive background in enhanced oil
recovery principles and technologies and worked nearly 10 years as a
private consultant in EOR and IOR projects in Wyoming, Texas and
North Dakota. Mr. Whitman also has professional experience in
environmental due diligence as a consultant for oil and gas
acquisitions and divestitures.
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