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APPLICATION GUIDANCE 
INDUSTRIAL SOVEREIGN ZONE 

 
 

1) INTRODUCTION 
The mission of the Wyoming Energy Authority (WEA) is to advance Wyoming’s energy and 
natural resources. The Wyoming Energy Authority has been directed to administer the 
application process and solicit applications for Industrial Sovereign Zones within Wyoming. 
The WEA is issuing guidance and an application process to Wyoming Counties to apply for 
Industrial Sovereign Zone(s). 
 
A successful application will specifically address the requirements set forth in HB0120, 
Enrolled Act No. 34 (the “Act”), and include a technically complete WEA Form 1, with 
supporting data and associated signature pages. 

 
 

2) APPLICATION PREPARATION 
a) Industrial Sovereign Zone Application Deliverables: 

An application is required, including a completed WEA Form 1, and required 
supportive information to meet the statutory requirements as outlined below: 
 
As directed by the Act, WEA implementation will be as follows: 
 

i) Implementation of the “Industrial Sovereign Zone” first requires: “A board of 
county commissioners may nominate an area within its jurisdiction as an 
industrial sovereign zone. Two (2) or more counties may jointly nominate a 
contiguous or related area as a single Industrial sovereign zone. Each 
county shall adopt a formal resolution approving the nomination of an 
industrial sovereign zone under this subsection.” 
 

ii) The WEA Form 1 is provided for a county proposing to nominate an area 
within its jurisdiction to include the following (reference WEA Form 1 for 
specific requirements for each item): 

 
(1) A defined geographic boundary describing the nominated industrial 

sovereign zone; 
(2) Evidence of access to natural gas resources; 
(3) Information required by the WEA to evaluate the suitability of the 

area for the production of value-added manufactured products under 
this article; and 

(4) Voluntary application for a Wyoming Gold Standard Certification. 
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iii) Following the Submission of a Technically Complete Form: The WEA shall 
establish an industrial sovereign zone in an area nominated as an industrial 
sovereign zone if: 
 

(1) “the authority determines there is an opportunity for the production 
and distribution of value-added manufactured products due to a 
reduced price paid for sales of natural gas in that area or other 
factors determined by the authority”;  

(2) “The authority may modify the boundaries of an industrial sovereign 
zone by decreasing the size of the zone as determined necessary by 
the authority” 

(3) “The boundaries of an industrial sovereign zone shall not be 
enlarged unless each affected county formally consents to the 
enlargement of the zone outside of the boundaries defined in the 
nomination under subsection (a) of this section”   

 
iv) The WEA may provide assistance in establishing the facility, including, 

without limitation, identification and assistance in complying with state 
licensing applications or requirements. 
 

v) Wyoming Gold Standard Certification (reference WEA Form 1 for specific 
requirements for each item): “The authority shall establish standards of 
certification for any value-added manufactured product that is produced in 
Wyoming to promote the special attributes of the manufactured product. The 
authority shall establish a certification for any manufactured product that 
certifies that the product is a gold standard Wyoming product if the producer 
of the manufactured product demonstrates that the product is produced with 
not more than two-tenths percent (0.2%) methane intensity” 

 
(1) The WEA may provide the “Wyoming Gold Standard certification” for 

a value-added manufactured product if a product meets the: 
(a) MIQ Standard or, 
(b) ISO Methane Intensity Standard or, 
(c) Equivalent internationally recognized methane intensity 

standard, such as the European Union’s 2024 Methane 
Regulation for imports.   

 
vi) The Wyoming Gold Standard is voluntary: Application for the Wyoming Gold 

Standard is voluntary. The standard will apply to emissions from production 
within the Industrial Sovereign Zone.  

 
vii) The WEA may collect fees (cost recovery) on an annual basis, not to 

exceed the cost of administering the Gold Standard certification program: 
 

(1) Annual cost recovery fees for application and annual recertification 
will be based on professional engineering hourly rates, travel, 
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equipment fees, contract services, document production, and 
accounting management fees. 
 

viii) Wyoming Gold Standard Suspension: The authority may suspend or revoke 
a certification granted under this section if the recipient of the certification 
fails to meet all of the requirements adopted by the WEA. An annual report 
shall be filed and reviewed by the WEA to recertify compliance with the 
Wyoming Gold Standard. 
 

ix) The application submitted must contain each of the required items of WEA 
Form 1. The use of color and graphics is permitted. Applications that do not 
meet the requirements and standards may be rejected. 

 
b) Proprietary and Confidential Information:  

The entire application is considered a public record, however, financial and 
commercial information provided by the County may be exempt from disclosure to 
the extent permitted by Wyoming Statute 16-4-203(d)(v).  The applicant is required 
to identify proprietary and confidential information through an asterisk at the 
beginning of each line, and include notation at the top of each page that contains 
such information. 

 
c) Abbreviations and acronyms:  

The use of abbreviations and acronyms should not be used in the application. 
Chemical symbols may be used (ex. CO2 instead of carbon dioxide). Otherwise, 
“when in doubt, spell it out.” 

 
d) Application Questions and Answers:  

If you have questions regarding this Application or if you need more information, 
please email Kyle J. Wendtland at kyle.wendtland1@wyo.gov with “Industrial 
Sovereign Zone” beginning the subject line. 

 
3) EVALUATION PROCESS 

The WEA will screen the submitted application prior to official review to ensure 
completeness and compliance with requirements and standards.  If the application does 
not comply or is otherwise deemed to be administratively incomplete, it may be disqualified 
and returned to the applicant for revision. If an application is determined to be 
administratively complete, the WEA will complete its technical review within 45 days of the 
completeness determination and render a decision to certify, modify, or reject the proposed 
Industrial Sovereign Zone. 

a) Evaluation Criteria: The application will be evaluated according to the criteria 
described below: 
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APPENDIX "A" 
i) A defined geographic boundary describing the nominated industrial 

sovereign zone, including: 
 

(1) A map of appropriate scale that shows the proposed Industrial 
Sovereign Zone geographic location, including existing 
infrastructure, municipalities, and zoning designation. Required map 
formats include 11 x 17 or 22 x 34 inch sheet sizes, with a minimum 
USGS scale of 1:24,000. All documentation must be submitted as 
scale-calibrated PDF files. 

(2) Names and addresses of surface owners of record within the 
proposed Industrial Sovereign Zone. These records shall be 
accompanied by perfected deeds of record verifying surface 
ownership. 

(3) Names and addresses of mineral estate owners of record within the 
proposed Industrial Sovereign Zone. These records shall be 
accompanied by a valid mineral estate record certifying mineral 
ownership or claim. 

(4) Names and last known addresses of the owners of record of the 
surface estate of the lands immediately (1/2 mile) adjacent to the 
proposed Industrial Sovereign Zone. These records shall be 
accompanied by perfected deeds of record verifying surface 
ownership. 

(5) A metes-and-bounds legal description of the proposed Industrial 
Sovereign Zone  

(6) A certified copy of the county action approving the Industrial 
Sovereign Zone geographic location and administration.  

 
APPENDIX "B" 

ii) Provide a map of an appropriate scale that details the location of natural 
gas, power, water, sewer, and any additional infrastructure resources that 
may supply the proposed Industrial Sovereign Zone. Required map formats 
include 11 x 17- or 22 x 34-inch sheet sizes, with a minimum USGS scale of 
1:24,000. All documentation must be submitted as scale-calibrated PDF 
files. 
 

(1) The map shall include a detailed description of the natural gas 
resources to supply the proposed Industrial Sovereign Zone, 
including existing and any required new proposed additions to 
natural gas supply infrastructure. 

(2) The detailed description shall also include any new required 
rights-of-way needed for new infrastructure (power, gas supply lines, 
water and sewer, etc.), accompanied by perfected deeds of record, 
easement, or rights of way of record verifying ownership to supply 
the Industrial Sovereign Zone. 
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APPENDIX "C" 

iii) Any additional information required by the authority to evaluate the 
suitability of the area for the production of value-added manufactured 
products, including but not limited to economic, workforce requirements, and 
subsurface mineral reserves. 

 

APPENDIX "D" 

iv) Upon receiving certification from the WEA, the authorized County shall 
provide the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) with 
copies of the certification, including Appendices A, B, and C. 

 
The WEA will review the administratively complete application for technical adequacy and 
render a final decision to certify, modify, or reject the Industrial Sovereign Zone within 45 
days. Decisions by the WEA are final and are not subject to appeal. 

 
 

4) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Enrolled Act Number 34, enacted by the sixty-eighth legislature of 2026, does not 
authorize or require the WEA to provide public notice prior to certifying an Industrial 
Sovereign Zone. Public notice and engagement will be administered by the county 
applying for the Industrial Sovereign Zone. The county(s) applying for the Industrial 
Sovereign Zone shall be required to provide the WEA with a certified copy of the county 
action(s) (Application Appendix A(i)(6)) approving the Industrial Sovereign Zone.  
 

5) ANNUAL REPORT SUBMISSION 
There will be an annual report required to be submitted to verify “Wyoming Gold Standard” 
Certification. The report shall contain verification of continued certified status of an entity, 
MIQ Standard, ISO Methane Intensity Standard, or equivalent internationally recognized 
methane intensity standard, such as the European Union’s 2024 Methane Regulation for 
imports. If the entity has submitted and been approved for the “Wyoming Gold Standard” 
through the independent certification by the WEA, the annual report shall include required 
annual emissions data to support re-certification of the "Wyoming Gold Standard". The 
Annual Report review will be conducted by the WEA on a cost recovery basis and the 
entity will be invoiced annually for these services. Failure to pay the cost recovery fee shall 
result in a “Wyoming Gold Standard” revocation.    

 
6) SUBMITTAL INFORMATION 

The application is to be submitted to the Wyoming Energy Authority. A confirmation email 
acknowledging receipt of the application will be sent within 24 hours of submission.  
 
Email address for submissions: wea@wyo.gov  
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Use the following format for naming files: 
WEAISZ_[County Name]_[Project]_[file description] 
Example:  
WEAISZ_Banner County_River Industrial Sovereign Zone_Form 1 Application 
WEEISZ_Banner County_River Industrial Sovereign Zone_Confidential Attachment.pdf 

 
>>NOTE:  Failure to use the file naming convention may result in submissions being 
rejected.<< 
 
The entire application is considered a public record; however, financial and commercial 
information provided by the business is exempt from disclosure to the extent permitted by 
Wyoming Statute 16-4- 203(d)(v). Please follow guidelines under Section 2(b) “Application 
Preparation” for identifying confidential and proprietary information. 

 
7) RIGHTS AND DISCLAIMERS 

Subject to the provisions of the Act, the Wyoming Energy Authority (WEA) reserves the 
right, without limitation or qualification, to approve, deny, or return for revision the Industrial 
Sovereign Zone application.   

 

       8) ENROLLED ACT 34 PROVISIONS APPLIED TO THE WEA 

 

ORIGINAL HOUSE BILL NO. HB0120 ENGROSSED 

ENROLLED ACT NO. 34 

26LSO-0438  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SIXTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING 
2026 BUDGET SESSION 

An ACT relating to administration of the government; providing duties for the Wyoming energy 
authority; providing for the establishment of industrial sovereign zones to encourage the 
production of value-added manufactured products using natural gas; authorizing a board of county 
commissioners to nominate an area as an industrial sovereign zone; providing for certification of 
value-added manufactured processes; providing for an expedited licensing and permit process; 
providing tax exemptions; making conforming amendments; providing appropriations; and 
providing for an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming: 

Section 1. W.S. 9-20-201 through 9-20-203 are created to read:  

ARTICLE 2 

ENERGY PRODUCT RECLASSIFICATION AND SOVEREIGNTY ACT 
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 9-20-201. Definitions.  

a) authority; As used in this article: 
i) "Authority" means the Wyoming Energy Authority 
ii) "Manufactured means the product" Wyoming or energy "value-added manufactured 

product" means natural gas that undergoes substantial molecular transformation in 
Wyoming to produce a new product;  

iii) "Methane intensity" means the measure of methane emissions relative to the 
natural gas that is processed;  

iv) "Substantial molecular transformation” includes, without limitation:  
A) molecular transformation" The thermal decomposition of natural gas into 

hydrogen and solid carbon, also known as methane pyrolysis or turquoise 
hydrogen production; 

B) The conversion of natural gas and nitrogen into anhydrous ammonia, also 
known as ammonia synthesis or blue or turquoise ammonia production;  

C) Any other process that transforms natural gas to produce hydrogen, 
ammonia or another valuable product that is chemically distinct from 
methane or from other gases that are part of the natural gas stream 
including carbon dioxide, nitrogen, hydrogen sulfide and helium. 

 9-20-202. Industrial sovereign zones.  

a) A board of county commissioners may nominate an area within its jurisdiction as an 
industrial sovereign zone. Two (2) or more counties may jointly nominate a contiguous or 
related area as a single Industrial sovereign zone. Each county shall adopt a formal 
resolution approving the nomination of an industrial sovereign zone under this subsection. 
Nominations under this section shall be made in the form required by the authority and 
shall include:  

i) A defined geographic boundary describing the nominated industrial sovereign zone; 
ii) Evidence resources; of access to natural gas resources;  
iii) Information required by the authority to evaluate the suitability of the area for the 

production of value-added manufactured products under this article. 
b) The authority shall establish an industrial sovereign zone in an area nominated as an 

industrial sovereign zone under subsection (a) of this section if the authority determines 
there is an opportunity for the production and distribution of value-added manufactured 
products due to a reduced price paid for sales of natural gas in that area or other factors 
determined by the authority. The authority may modify the boundaries of an industrial 
sovereign zone by decreasing the size of the zone as determined necessary by the 
authority. The boundaries of an industrial sovereign zone shall not be enlarged unless each 
affected county formally consents to the enlargement of the zone outside of the boundaries 
defined in the nomination under subsection (a) of this section.  

c) For any industrial sovereign zone established under subsection (b) of this section, the 
following shall apply: 

i) Any person seeking to establish a facility for the production of a value-added 
manufactured product in the industrial sovereign zone:  
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A) May apply to the authority for assistance in establishing the facility including, 
without limitation, identification and assistance in complying with state 
licensing applications or requirements;  

B) Shall be eligible for the expedited permit process as provided by W.S. 
35-11-109(a)(xvi). 

ii) If a facility is established for the production of a value-added manufactured product 
in the zone, machinery sold or purchased for use in the facility shall be eligible for 
the tax exemptions under W.S. 39-15-105(a)(viii)(O)(V) and 
39-16-105(a)(viii)(D)(V). 

 

 9-20-203. Gold standard certification.  

a) The authority shall establish standards of certification for any value-added manufactured 
product that is produced in Wyoming to promote the special attributes of the manufactured 
product. The authority shall establish a certification for any manufactured product that 
certifies that the product is a gold standard Wyoming product if the producer of the 
manufactured product demonstrates that the product is produced with not more than 
two-tenths percent (0.2%) methane intensity.  

b) The use of any certification standards established under subsection (a) of this section by 
any producer of a manufactured product shall be on a voluntary basis. The authority may 
collect fees on an annual basis, not exceeding the cost of administering the certification 
program under subsection (a) of this section, from producers participating in the voluntary 
certification program. Any fees collected under this subsection may be retained by the 
authority and shall only be expended to administer the certification program under 
subsection (a) of this section.  

c) The authority may suspend or revoke a certification granted under this section if the 
recipient of the certification fails to meet all of the requirements adopted by the authority.  
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